
Thank you for attending our press conference today. 

In order to reduce administrative expenses and ensure that at least 66 percent of our Small 
Business Administration STEP grant funds go directly to our Nevada exporters, we have posted 
NITRO’s media kit online. Thank you for your understanding.

Please visit http://NITRO.nv.gov for more information on the NITRO initiative.
For interview opportunities and press inquiries, please contact:

Alan Di Stefano
Director, Global Trade and Investment

adistefano@diversifynevada.com  
Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development

808 West Nye Lane, Carson City, NV 89703 
Main: (775) 687-9900 | Direct: (775) 687-9912 | Fax: (775) 687-9925 

http://www.DiversifyNevada.com

Online Media Kit



Silver State Announces New Nevada Investment & Trade Revenue Opportunities (NITRO)

Initiative Builds Upon SBA STEP Grant Award to Fill Nevada’s Export Pipeline

Carson City, NV. - Today, Lt. Governor Brian K. Krolicki rolled out the Nevada Investment & 
Trade Revenue Opportunities (NITRO) initiative, which is funded in part by a $239,318 U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA) grant through the State Trade and Export Promotion (STEP) Pilot 
Grant Initiative. The Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development (OED) will administer the NITRO 
program.”NITRO will propel Nevada into a more prosperous future,” said Lt. Governor Krolicki. 
“By participating in NITRO’s programs, Nevada’s small companies will receive the knowledge and 
tools needed to conquer the global trade process. The anticipated result will be an explosion of 
growth in export revenues.”

The NITRO Initiative consists of four key programs and events:

The Market Entry Program (MEP) - This STEP funded program will help small businesses market 
products overseas. Nevada companies may apply to receive up to 50 percent reimbursement 
for eligible marketing expenses. Matching funds are allocated to companies on a yearly basis 
depending upon their international marketing plan. The minimum funding request is $2,500. 
Companies must spend $5,000 in promotional activities to be reimbursed $2,500 (50 percent) 
by OED. The maximum funding request is $12,500. Applications are due by December 1, 2011. 
Participants will be notifi ed by the Governor’s Offi ce on January 3rd. 

State Diplomatic Luncheon - To facilitate relationships with the Consuls with Nevada jurisdiction, 
consuls general and the Nevada Consular Corps an event will be held in Las Vegas in May 2012, 
which is World Trade Month. 
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State-Directed Trade Mission on Renewable Energy - In June 2012, a delegation from the 
State of Nevada will embark on a trade mission to Germany and Spain. The state’s vast solar 
and geothermal resources have captured the attention of the world and global investment has 
spurred this dynamic industry concentration. A Nevada delegation will meet with government 
offi cials and participate in pre�set business matchmaking meetings with manufacturers, buyers 
and distributors of renewable energy technologies. The mission will be funded in part by the 
STEP grant and participant registration fees.

Governor’s Conference on Exports and Manufacturing - In September 2012, the State of Nevada 
will reinvigorate the Governor’s Conference series with a conference in Reno as an annual wrap-up 
to NITRO related activities and recognize participants. This will be funded by STEP as well as 
sponsorships and registrations.

Companies who are interested in learning more about the NITRO initiative and whether or not 
they qualify for STEP partnership funds can visit NITRO’s new website at http://NITRO.nv.gov or 
call Alan Di Stefano or Brittany McLean at the OED at 800-336-1600.

About the Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development (OED)

The offi ce will promote, aid and encourage economic development in the State of Nevada. This 
is achieved through programs including national and international Business Development, 
Community Development Block Grants, Procurement Outreach and the Nevada Film Offi ce. 
More information can be accessed at www.diversifynevada.com or by calling 800-336-1600.
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Quotations

“NITRO will propel Nevada into a more prosperous future,” said Lt. Governor Brian K. Krolicki. 
“By participating in NITRO’s programs, Nevada’s small companies will receive the knowledge 

and tools needed to conquer the global trade process. The anticipated result will be an 
explosion of growth in export revenues.”

“Nevadans are innovators” said Steve Hill, Interim Executive Director of the Nevada Offi ce of 
Economic Development (OED). “Our pioneers created tools they needed to succeed. Today, 

Nevadans are designing and manufacturing the products that address the world’s needs.”

According to research conducted by the OED, 30 percent of non-exporters say they would 
export if they had information on how to get started, best markets for their products, potential 
buyers and export procedures. “If you are a Nevada company who wants to enter the export 

market, strengthen a current exporting program, or participate in a trade mission to explore your 
overseas opportunities - you now have the means to move forward and succeed,”said Steve Hill, 

Interim Executive Director of the Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development (OED).

“Sixty-six percent of Nevada’s STEP Grant funds will be paid directly to companies to engage in 
the export market,” said Alan Di Stefano, Director of Global Business Development for the OED.
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What is the Nevada Investment &Trade Revenue Opportunities (NITRO) Initiative?

The Nevada Investment & Trade Revenue Opportunities (NITRO) initiative will fuel the 
export trade promotion activities of the Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development (OED) 
for the next two years.NITRO isfunded in part by a $239,318 Small Business Administration 
(SBA) grant through the State Trade and Export Promotion (STEP) Pilot Grant Initiative. 
The Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development (OED) will administer the NITRO program 
with the goal of fi lling Nevada’s export pipeline. By participating in NITRO’s programs, 
Nevada’s small companies will receive the knowledge and tools needed to conquer the 
global trade process. The anticipated result will be an explosion of growth in exports, 
which infuse nearly $6 billion into Nevada’s economy each year (OED). According to 
research conducted by the OED, 30 percent of non-exporters say they would export if 
they had information on how to get started, best markets for their products, potential 
buyers and export procedures. 

If you are a Nevada company who wants to enter the export market, strengthen a current 
exporting program, or participate in a trade mission to explore your overseas opportunities  
- you now have the means to move forward and succeed, thanks to the power of NITRO.

What are the major components of the initiative?

The NITRO Initiative consists of four key programs and events:

The Market Entry Program (MEP) - This STEP funded program will help small 
businesses market products overseas.Nevada companies may apply to receive up to 50% 
reimbursement for eligible marketing expenses. Matching funds are allocated to 
companies on a yearly basis depending upon their international marketing plan. The 
minimum funding request is $2,500. Companies must spend $5,000 in promotional 
activities to be reimbursed $2,500 (50%) by OED. The maximum funding request is 
$12,500. Applications are due by December 1, 2011. 



On November 15th, there will be a statewide videoconference to roll out the MEP 
Program, which will include a two hour Application Workshop to help companies 
determine, “Is exporting right for my company?” In November and December, two 
two-day export certifi cation workshops will be held for companies new to exporting 
which will provide the technical knowledge and skills necessary for export driven business 
expansion. Attendees will earn a Nevada Export Certifi cation upon completion.These 
events will be held in conjunction with Nevada’s technical resource partners—Small 
Business Administration, Department of Commerce, SBDC and NV Industry Excellence.

State Diplomatic Luncheon - Governor Sandoval will host this STEP funded event for 
consuls general and the Nevada Consular Corp in Las Vegas in May 2012, which is World 
Trade Month. 

State-Directed Trade Mission on Renewable Energy - In June 2012, Governor Sandoval 
will lead a trade mission to Germany and Spain. The state’s vast solar and geothermal 
resources have captured theattention of the world and global investment has spurred this 
dynamic industry concentration. A Nevada delegation will meet with government offi cials 
and participate in pre�set business matchmaking meetings with manufacturers, buyers 
and distributors of renewable energy technologies. The mission will be  funded in part by 
the STEP grant and participant registration fees.

Governor’s Conference on Exports and Manufacturing  - In September 2012, Governor 
Sandoval will host a conference in Reno as an annual wrap-up to NITRO related activities 
and recognize companies, exporters, and manufacturers who have participated. This will 
be funded by STEP as well as sponsorships and registrations.

Why is this important to Nevada’s business community?

This SBA funded program will be instrumental in fi lling our export pipeline. Nevada ranks 
fi rst in export intensity growth according to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. NITRO will 
boost that growth as well as a sense of pride, optimism and opportunity for Nevada’s 
small businesses. Small business reasons to export include: reduced dependence on the 
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domestic market; diversifi ed sources of revenue; extended sales potential and product 
shelf life of existing products; and stabilized seasonal markets and sales fl uctuations. By 
learning how to leverage the economic power of exporting, our state’s small businesses 
will help diversify the economy and get Nevadans working again. 

Who can qualify for the program?

Your company must:

•    Be a duly registered U.S.�based business with a current Nevada Business License
•    Be considered a “small business” as defi ned by the Small Business Administration
•    Not be eligible to apply to other federally�funded market access programs such as
      USDA for the same products
•    Not use funds for activities within the U.S., its territories or federally prohibited 
      countries
•    Not use funds for activities considered “cost of doing business” such as offi ce costs,     
      salaries or capital expenditures

As Nevada small business, why should I consider exporting?

According to the SBA, nearly 96 percent of consumers and over two-thirds of the world’s 
purchasing power reside outside the United States. The worldwide internet population 
equation equals 1 billion users and potential customers. That represents an unprecedented 
market for progress and profi ts for Nevada’s small businesses. 

No company is too small to go global.  97 percent of the US exporters are small businesses.  
Nearly 42 percent of US exporters have fewer than 19 employees.

In Nevada 98.6% of business in Nevada are small businesses. Your small business may be 
a perfect match for exporting. Even if your product has no obvious foreign market, the 
Offi ce of Economic Development can help you identify needs, utility, quality, innovation, 
service and consumer tastes that can make your company competitive on a global scale.
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What is the schedule of major activities for 2011-2012? 

The complete schedule through September 30, 2012 can be found at: 
http://NITRO.nv.gov. 

How is the initiative funded?

The Nevada constitution prohibits using general fund money to invest directly in 
companies. However, Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development has been able to assist 
companies to grow in export arena through federal grant programs (i.e., USDA programs 
grew agriculture exports 270% over the last few years).NITRO is funded in part by a 
$239,318 U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) grant through the State Trade and 
Export Promotion (STEP) Pilot Grant Initiative. Other sources include participant 
partnerships, application and registration fees, and sponsorships. Sixty-six percent of 
Nevada’s STEP Grant funds will be paid directly to companies to engage in the export 
market.

Who has oversight of NITRO?

The Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development (OED) will administer the NITRO program, 
with assistance by a public advisory board in performing the MEP applicant selection. The 
Nevada Market Entry Program’s applicant review committee consists of 16 members: 11 
current Nevada-based companies that are successfully engaged in exporting activities; 
partner agencies—Small Business Administration, Department of Commerce, SBDC and 
NV Industry Excellence; OED’s Director of Global Business and one member of the agency’s 
board of directors.
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Who are the community partners that will help support the program?

In addition to the Small Business Administration (SBA) STEP Grant funding, the Reno and 
Las Vegas offi ces of the SBA will offer consulting resources for all participants. Other part-
ners include the SBDC, the US Commercial Service Global Environmental Team under the 
US Department of Commerce and Nevada Industry Excellence, and the Industrial Exten-
sion Program of the Nevada System of Higher Education.

How can I get more information?

Please visit http://NITRO.nv.gov for more information on the NITRO initiative. 
For interview opportunities and press inquiries, please contact: 

Alan Di Stefano
Director, Global Trade and Investment

adistefano@diversifynevada.com
Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development

808 West Nye Lane, Carson City, NV 89703 
Main: (775) 687-9900 | Direct: (775) 687-9912 | Fax: (775) 687-9925 

http://www.DiversifyNevada.com
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Key Staff and Resource Partners

Alan Di Stefano
Director of Global Business Development

adistefano@diversifynevada.com
Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development

808 West Nye Lane, Carson City, NV 89703 
Main: (775) 687-9900
Direct: (775) 687-9912
Fax: (775) 687-9925 

http://www.DiversifyNevada.com

David Leonard
Senior Area Manager

David.leonard@sba.gov
U.S. Small Business Administration

Nevada District Offi ce
745 W. Moana Lane, Ste 375

Reno, Nevada 89509
Tel: (775) 827-4923 Ext. 24

Fax: (202) 481-0999
www.sba.gov/nv

Sam Males
State Director

males@unr.edu
NV Small Business Development Center

Business Services Group
College of Business

University of Nevada, Reno/0032
Reno, Nevada 89557
Tel: (775) 754-1717

www.nsbdc.org

Brittany McLean
NITRO Client Manager

intlmktg@diversifynevada.com
Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development

808 West Nye Lane, Carson City, NV 89703 
Main: (775) 687-9900
Direct: (775) 687-9906
Fax: (775) 687-9925 

http://www.DiversifyNevada.com

Bill Cline
Director, US Commercial Service, Reno

Team Leader, Global Environmental Team
US Department of Commerce

449 S. Virginia, 2nd Floor
Reno, NV 89501

Tel: (775) 784-5342
Fax: (775) 784-5343

http://www.export.gov/nevada
http://www.trade.gov/cs

Terry Culp
Business Manager

tculp@NevadaIE.com
Nevada Industry Excellence

Nevada System of Higher Education
Tel: (702) 895-2615
Fax: (702) 895-3000
Cell: (702) 499-2739
www.NevadaIE.com

Offi ce of Economic Development Key Staff

NITRO Resource Partners



Visuals

Successful Nevada Small Business Export Story
American Pet Diner is just one example of a Nevada small business export success story. The 
Nevada Offi ce of Economic Development was instrumental in assisting the company identify 
overseas markets and helped them obtain federal grant funding through USDA for the export 
promotion of their products. Please see the video of their story at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbldqEOSF8o

Link to PR Web Press Release October 4, 2011 
“Nevada Receives $239,318 Federal Grant to Support Small Business Exports” can be found at:
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2011/10/prweb8844064.htm 

Photos
Photos from OED export related activities and tradeshows can be found at:
http://www.fl ickr.com/photos/diversifynevada/sets/72157627823008909/

PowerPoint 
“Give Your Small Business a Boost by Exporting,” for small companies interested in the NITRO 
program can be found at: http://NITRO.nv.gov

http://www.flickr.com/photos/diversifynevada/sets/72157627823008909/

